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WEATHER CROPS ° TRES

Temperatures averaged above normals across the Winter Wheat crop rated 3% very poor, 11% poor,
State for the entire month, ranging from two to fifteen 24% fair, 59% good, 3% excellent. The crop has shown
degrees above normal. Moisture received was general, but improvement over the past month, but additronal moisture
light, over the State. will be neaded in most areus.

Oat planting has begun across the State with

progress rated at 26%
GENERAL Hay supplies, as well as feed gram s;l,Lpp!i?‘sj were
mostly adequate as spring green-up approaqhes |

-

Although some moisture was received during -
March, very dry conditions prevail, according to the LIVESTOCK, PASTURE & RANGE

Nebraska Agricultural Statistics Service.  Moisture
received during March (averaging just over one inch) has Weather conditions for calving this past winter
been a benefit to the wheat crop and provided an improved have been open and mild enough to allow average to
outlook for pastures and spring planted crops. However, below average calf losses. Calving was 66% compiete to
. g 1 n - . r
soil moisture condition reports revealed substantial rainfall date. Cattle and calves condition rated 8% fair, 62% good,
over the crop season will be necessary. Producer activities and 30% excellent. As pastures begin the spring growth,
included shredding stalks, anhydrous ammonia pasture condition was rated at 13% very poor, 20% poor,
. applications, and other crop planting preparations. 39% fair, 26% good, and 2% excellent.
FIELD WORK PROGRESS AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICTS STATE | LAST | LAST | AVER.
AS OF MARCH 25, 2000 NW | NC T NE | ¢ JTEC | sw | s¢c { SE MONTH | YEAR | AGE
: PERCENT ‘

% Oats Sown . 49 10 28 20 22 1 27 44 26 n/a 6 4
AS OF MARCH 27, 2000
% Cows Calved : 82 05 56 74 60 63 6l 63 66 26 66 0/a
SOIL MOISTURE CONDITION AND SUPPLIES OF FEED
GRAINS AND HAY AS GF MARCH 27, 2000
Topsoil Motsture - Very short 2 42 46 48 23 16 0 2 22 nfu I

- Short 7 56 24 35 15 13 il 48 32 n/a 8

- Adequate R7 2 30 17 42 51 90 49 45 n/a 74

- Surplus 4 0 0 0 0 O 0 1 1 n/a 17
Subsot] Moisture- - Very Short 2 20 55 25 56 17 5 56 30 n/z I

- Shott 13 ol 45 58 39 36 82 7 47 n/a 2

- Adequate &5 135 0 15 3 45 13 7 22 n/a 80

- Surplus 0 4 0 2 0 2 0 1] 1 n/a 7
Feed Grains - Very Short 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 o/a

- Short 2 3 0 8 4 0 0 0 2 3 n/a

- Adcquate 94 84 70 70 88 57 83 43 74 70 n/a

- Surplus 4 13 30 2 8 43 17 57 24 25 nfa
Hay and Foage - Very Shont 0 0 0 ] 4 0 i} 0 ! 2 n/a

- Short 0 0 0 8 16 0 8 16 6 6 n/z

- Adequate 30 87 70 72 57 77 92 7 77 72 n/a

- Surplus 20 13 a0 20 23 23 0 8 16 20w
nfa = not aviulable
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DROUGHT SEVERITY
LONG TERM PALMER ’
MAR 18, 2000 |
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DROUGHT SEVERITY INDEX (PALMER) EXTREME
DEPICTS PROLONGED (MONTHS, YLARS) ABNORMAL DRYMESS OR
WETHESS, RESPONDS SLOWLY; CHANGES LITTLE FROM WEEK TO
WEEK, AND REFLECTS LONG-TERW MOISTURE RUNOFF, RECHARGE,
AND DEEP PERCOLATION, AS WELL AS EVAPOTRANSPIRATION

USES APPLICABLE [N MEASURING DISRUPTIVE EFFECTS OF PROLONGED
DRYHESS OR WETNESS ON WATLR SENSITIVE ECOMOMIES, DESIGNATING DISASTER
AREAS OF OROUGHT OR WETNESS, ANO REFLECTING THE CENERAL LONG-TERM
STATUS OF WATER SUPPLIES IN AQUIFERS, RESERVOIRS, AND STREAMS

LIMITATIONS 15 NOT GENERALLY INDICATIVE OFSHORT-TERM (FEW WEEKS)
STATUS OF DROUGHT OR WETNESS SUCH AS FREGUENTLY AFFECTS CROPS AND
FIELO OPERATIONS (THIS IS INDICATED Y THE CROP MOISTURE INDEX)
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PRECIPITATION MAP FOR WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2600
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TEMPERATURE AND PRECIPITATION DATA [FOR
WEEK ENDING SATURDAY, MARCH 25, 2000
Temperature Precrpitation
Station Extremes Total

Max | M Mean Departure Inches
NW Chadron 68 20 41 - A2
Scottsbluff 66 20 40 +2 31
Sidney 65 17 40 T
NC Valentine 65 14 41 +5 .04
NE Norfolk 67 29 45 +7 53
Sioux City 68 ¢ 31 44 +5 A5
CEN  Grand Island 67 28 44 +4 40
Ord 69 20 44 58
EC Lincoln 67 28 45 +4 AT
Omaha 67 32 46 +5 29
SW  Impenal c- . 68 18 43 16
North Platte 69 15 g, 42 +4 22



